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Bareilly: Soon, art enthusiasts
sittinginany corner of the world
will be able to view artifacts of
preand proto-historicerakept in
the Panchala Museum of Mahat-
ma Jyotiba Phule Rohilkhand
University.

The varsity authorities are
planning to digitize the artifacts
to connect them with the online
network of the museum through
software.

The digitization will be done
using Pune-based software
called Jatan. So far, 14 museums
of the country have been con-
nected with each other online.

“The benefit of associating
with this online network is that
people can have a feel of walking
through the galleries of the mu-
seum with aclick of their mouse.
It is the best way to reach out to
people,” said Abhay Singh, direc-
tor of Panchala museum and as-
sociate professor, department of
ancienthistory and culture, MJP
Rohilkhand University.

“We have started the ground

ork like digitalizing the arti-
facts to connect our museum
with others online. However, the
major obstacle to the project is
arranging a sum of nearly Rs 20
Jakh for the purchase of thissoft-
ware. We will write to the minis-
tryof culture, university author-
jties and state government for
releasing funds for the project.”

As planned by the museum

authorities, Panchala will go on-
line by next year. The 25- year-old
museum houses artifacts which

(Clockwise from top) Sanskrit manuscripts belonging to 19th
century of R S Rawat collection; Curios and art object belonging to
the 18th century; remaining are 4000-year-old fossils

date back to the time of Mahabh-
arata. The rich collection of the
museum includes 20 stone sculp-
tures, more than 400 terracotta

.objects, over 500 antique coins

and rare 20 copper tools. Among
the prestigious artifacts, Pan-
chala museum has a three-head-
ed goddess of pre-Mauryan era,
Ganesha torso of Gupta period
and three horses of a chariot of
Gupta period.

Apartfromtheonlinemode, a
trip tothe Panchalamuseum will
soon become more alluring as
the authorities are busy giving it
a new look. The museum will
have new panels and dioramas to

facilitate better view of the ob-*

jectsondisplay.

“Theartifacts of different pe-
riods carry the aura and fra-
grance of their own particular
time. A visit to the museum

g0 online by next year

Sanjeev Gupta

should be both pleasant and
learning  experience,” said
Singh. The state government,
under the centre of excellence
award scheme, has issued a sum
of Rs 16.5 lakh to the museum.
The objects are being arranged
inamanner such that it wi
a greater visibility. Besi
rama will be set up depi
background scenes of per]
which these objects exis!
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The Department of Ancient

History and Culture, MJP
Rohilkhand University
Bareilly will soon have a
numismatic laboratory for
which the proposal was
sent and discussed by
Government of UP under
Centre of Excellence (COE)
scheme 2012-13 recently.
Bareilly Plus reports....

THE Department of Ancient History and
Culture, MJPRU, Bareilly had recently pre-
sented a proposal regarding the set up of nu-
mismatic (study of coins of the past) lab to
' the Government of UP under COE scheme
2012-13 which was among the several other
proposals from different universities for the
consideration and selection purpose. Howev-
er, regarding the set-up of numismatic labo-
ratory, the proposal was discussed and appre-

ciated in Lucknow in a meeting held in the
Department of Higher Education recently on
January 9 under COE scheme which aims to
create a centre in the university to provide a
qualitative higher education to students and
facilities to researchers. With the establish-
ment of numismatic lab, which is presently
available only at Nasik laboratory, the coins
being the only source of information of the
Panchala Kings, the history of the Panchala
kingdoms shall be enriched.

In context of the same, Professor Abhay
Kumar Singh, Head of Department of An-
cient History and Culture and Honorary Di-
rector of Panchala Museum (an archaeologi-
cal museum in the university established 25
years ago in 1987, which is one of the very few
museums in west UP, reposmg a treasure of
antiquities including ceramics and pottery,
copper hoards, terracotta figurines, stone
sculptures, coins, beads, manuscripts etc. ex-
hibited into different segments like stone ob-
jects, the Terracotta figurines, Rama
Shankar Rawat Gallery displaying a donated
collection, the Abhaipur Excavation Gallery,
and the photo exhibition of monuments and
antiquities of Panchala.) states, "The Depart-

ment of Ancient History and Culture had re-
ceived the COE award in 2008 and the grant
was utilized in furthering field archaeology
and providing infrastructural development
in the Panchala Museum. Now, we have pro-
posed to develop the Panchala Museum into a
modern museum that may create research
source material for researchers, as well as,
impart informal learning and heritage con-
sciousness to the layman. The former objec-
tive shall be
achieved by scien-
tifically re-
searched  docu-
mentation, cata-
loguing, publica-
tions and semi-
nars; the latter ob-
jective can be pos-
sible by interest-
ing museum dis-
play arrange-
ments, exhibi-
" tions and popular
publications."

(3 Highlighting
upon the special .

part of this propos-
al, Professsor Ab-
hay, remarks, "The
project for the estab-
lishment of a 'Nu-
mismatic Lab' in the
Panchala Museum
is the new feature.
Coins supply us ir-
refutable evidence
on the political his-
tory, economy, art,
special beliefs like !
religion, script and *
diction, and also metal technology of the
past. The scientific study of old coins re-
quires their cleaning, identification, classifi-
cation, documentation, cataloguing and dis-
play. The details of their physical qualities
like shape, weight, metallurgy, are as impor-
tant as their artistic features like the icons,
inscriptions on them. The aspect of minting
technique of the coin is equally important.
The Numismatic Lab, when established in
the Panchala Museum, shall greatly help the
scholars of numismatics and numismatic

as

SR
e o 3

art, amateur coin collectors and save our pre-
cious heritage from perishing." '

Prateek S Gangwar, a history student, as-
serts, "Setting up of numismatic laboratory
in our university, one of its kinds in Bareilly
and the state of UP, would provide the facili-
ty of decipherment of coins coming fromany |
part of nation, and on which documentation
can be done easily. The decipherment of the
coins would give us several facts, which
would further enable us to learn more for re-
search purposes."

However, in this regard, a project worth Rs
35 lakhs has been submitted under COE
scheme. The installation of numismatic-136
would enable to decode various things about
the rule of Panchal kings in the region
wherein, several coins have earlier been re-
covered during the past excavations.

Explaining about the numismatics as a
source of historical studies, Professor Abhay
ponders, "The proposal also attempts to in-
troduce a new concept into an emerging field
of study of numismatic art, which is an as-
pect of the appearance of the symbols de-
51gns motifs and pictures' on the coins in the

sub]ect matter of a new field of art hlstory
Numismatic art, that is, the study of the
artistic elements of the coin, has a wide
scope because the depictions possess impor-
tant historical clues. The proposed Numis-
matic Art Cell shall make this study possible.
Infact, it would be matter of great pride for
the varsity to have such a unique laboratory
which would bring forth several unknown
and interesti&ﬁacts about the -
chal rulers” = ‘M‘W’ i
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